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landing gear for the benefit of the 
photographer before returning to 
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track for RAF Upper Heyford and the 
1990 mini Tiger Meet. This unit is 
the only helicopter-equipped member 
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Title page Tiger! Tiger! A selection 
of tiger squadron badges from 
around the world 


Right The wild black/yellow scheme 
applied by EC 5/330 of the French 
Air Force to this Mirage 2000 was 
short-lived! 


Overleaf Tiger! Tiger! The author visited 
San Diego Zoo specifically for this 
book! (Tim Laming) 
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Introduction 


It all started back in 1961, when three NATO fighter squadrons 
assembled at RAF Woodbridge in Suffolk and hosted what became 
known as the Tiger Meet’. The year before, aircrew of the 79th Tactical 
sted the idea of 


Fighter Squadron, US Air Force at Woodbridge sugg 
creating an informal fraternity of NATO fighter units which had tigers as 
part of their official badges. The 79th TFS already enjoyed a close 
association with No 74 Sqn of the Royal Air force at nearby RAF 
Coltishall, and links were quickly established with Escadre de Chasse 
1/12 of L'Armée de L'Air based at Cambrai 


The main objectives of the Tiger Meet were to encourage professional 
relationships between NATO squadrons and foster solidarity within the 
air forces of the alliance. Thirty years on, NATO is still very much in 
business; all of the original tiger squadrons remain operational, their 
numbers swollen by many new units, including some from outside 


Europe. Whenever possib er squadrons come together as a team 
discuss their varied operational roles and continue the spirit of 
friendship. 

The original aim of this book was to take a close look at just some of 
today’s tiger squadrons, but as | began to delve more deeply into the 
subject it became clear that the sheer variety of combat aircraft and their 
often bizarre colour schemes meant that a more comprehensive treatment 
of the subject was required. However, without the aid of a time machine 
and an unlimited travel expenses account, the task was simply beyond my 
resources alone. Thankfully, | was able to count on the co-operation of a 
large number of individuals who were just as keen to contribute to the 
history of the tiger squadrons. 


It is impossible to thank everyone who assisted and those who gave so 


freely of their time and colour transparencies, but some of the main 
players were Kai Anders, Grivel Arnaud, Chris Bennett, Geraldo 
Estevans (Portuguese AF); Giuseppe Fassari, Christian Gerard, John Hale 
Arild Heiestad (Royal Norwegian AF); Michael Hill (RAF Strike 
Command); Andy Hodgson, Paul Hochn, Gordon James (No 74 Sqn. 
RAF); Howard Jones (No 230 Sqn, RAF); Don Matthews (No 439 Sqn 
CAF); Willy Scheungrab (AG-52, Luftwaffe); Robbie Shaw, Pal Simonsen 
(Royal Norwegian AF); Luca Storti, David Swearingen (New Jersey 
ANG); Frank Visser and Rembert Vornholz. 

I hope everyone will enjoy the results of our collective efforts 


Tim Laming 
Sheffield 1991 
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An official ‘Tiger Club’ member since 1968, the 393rd BS fell victim to US 
budget cuts and was disbanded in 1990; Pease AFB was closed and the tigers 
may well have seen the last of the 393rd (Tim Laming) 


Where it all started; the 79th TES is credited with the original idea of setting up 


a tiger fraternity way back in 1960. Still very much in business at RAF Upper 
Heyford in Oxfordshire, the squadron is part of the 20th TFW and operates the 


F-I DIE. Ship 68-002 displays early white tail codes, now applied in black (Andy 
Hedgson Collection) 
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An F-15D combat-capable trainer of the 53rd TFS, United States Air Forces 
Europe, on final approach to its base at Bitburg in Germany. Apart from the 
centreline fuel tank. This ‘twin-stick’ Eagle is in clean configuration or is it? 
There's a Sidewinder AAM up there somewhere (Christian Gerard/ VDL) 


Positioned in front of Bitburg's control tower, an F-15A Eagle air superiority 
fighter of the 53rd TFS stands ready. A long-time participant at annual Tiger 
Meets, the squadron operated the F-105 Thunderchief, F-4D and F-4E Phantom 
lls before re-equipping with the McDonnell Douglas F-15 Eagle in 1977. The 
53rd TFS is one of four US Air Force air defence squadrons permanently based 


in Europe 
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Above Never great enthusiasts for exotic colour schemes, the 5318 best 
itiempt at tiger markings so far has been this tastefully decorated F-15A But 


‚be when you're operating the most potent fighter around, you don't have 
worry about fancy paint schemes? (Kai Anders) 


Left A 53rd TFS F-15 pilot prepares for a duel of Eagles (Chris Bennet!) 
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Above No 74 Sgn was one of the ‘founding fathers’ of the tiger fraternity: 
erceptors at RAF Coltishall in Norfolk, the Tigers 
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Unlike many of their NATO counterparts, EC1/ 12 has not completely tiger- 
striped any of their aircraft since they operated the Super Mystere. The nearest 
the unit have come (so far) to adorning a Mirage F.1 in such colours was 12-YE, 
which appeared at the 1979 Tiger Meet. Close examination of this photo will 
reveal that members of No 439 Sqn, Canadian Armed forces have already 
visited this Mirage with a paint brush (Paul Hochn) 


Up above the clouds in its natural element the sleek Mirage F.1 looks every 
inch a fighter. Built-in armament is a pair of 30 mm DEFA cannon (each with 
135 rounds of usually high-explosive ammunition), and the missile mix is 
vpically two wingtip Matra R.550 Magic infrared-guided AAMs, and/or two 
Matra Super 530F radar-guided AAMs. The bolt-on flight refuelling probe is 
only fitted when a mission requires tanker support. If you've a head for figures, 
you might care to note that the engine is aSNECMA Atar 9K-50 turbojet with 
a maximum (afterburner) thrust of 15,873 lb at sea level. Although not in the 
same class as the F-16 or Mirage 2000, the F.1 is capable of taking off after a 
ground roll of just over 2000 ft, climbing to an altitude of 65,000 ft and 
reaching speeds in excess of Mach 2 (SIRPA-AIR) 
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In case there was any doubt as ta 
what EC5/330's unit emblem looked 
like, they painted it on one o£ their 
Mirage 2000s — and they painted it 
big! Mirage 340-AH presents a near- 
perfect platform during a flight from 
her home base at Mont-de-Marsan. 
EC5/3A0 is a recent addition to the 
Tiger Meet participation list (SIRPA 
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In 1986, Flottille 11F gave one of their Super Etendards the tiger treatment 
With typical French artistic flair and taste, 11F produced a beautiful tiger 
emblem under the cockpit canopy and made a minor but effective modification 


to the code letters and numbers, which are normally painted white (Christian 
Gerard/ VDL) 


lottille 11F of the French Navy is shore based at Landivisiau in northern France 


ind operates from the aircraft carrier Clemenceau as required. The unit badge 

features a sea horse—not quite a tiger, but someone discovered that the official 
iblem of the warship is indeed a tiger. The rest is history. Wrap-around 
mouflage is now standard on the unit's Super Etendards (Tint Laming) 
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Rather more mundane, FA-72 sits on the Cambrai flight line during the 1986 
Tiger Meet wearing the standard Belgian air force camouflage scheme (indeed, 
the almost universal F-16 colour scheme). At least the intake cover adds a dash 
of colour (Christian Gerard/ VDL) 


Two Fighting Falcons from the 31st Smaldeel, Belgian Air Force, about to depart 
from their home base at Kleine Brogel. The wingman looks across the leader on 
his right, and with a nod of confirmation the brakes are released in unison 
(usually), followed by a blast of power from the F-16's Pratt & Whitney F100 
turbofan. The blue fin marking is that of the 10th Fighter Bomber Wing, of 
which the 3 Ist is a component squadron. Having first attended a Tiger Meet in 
1962, the squadron has been a regular participant in tiger events ever since 
(Frank Visser) 
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Left Inside 521's reception hall there s an unmistakeable reminder of the past in 
the shape of an RF-104G tailplane — suitably adorned with a beautiful tiger 


n. Cat lovers are guaranteed to enjoy a tour of any tiger squadron crew 


lling is provided by the US Air Force Two RF-4Es of AG-52 Lake on fuel 
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Above In 1967 the Sabres were retired and JaloG 43 re-equipped with the Fiat 
G.9IR. plus a handfull of G-91 T two-seat trainers, Until 1981, w 
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Jets arnved, the colourful ‘Ginas’ were present at every Tiger Meet (ka, 


Right The MBB-built Stencel 5111.53 A] ejection seat enabled this particular 
Alpha Jet pilot to survive a mid-air collision with an RAF Tomado. In common 
with the Martin-Baker Mk 10 design fitted to othe 


va jets, the Stencel seat 


has zero-zero capability (Kar Anders 


Above The bright international orange flying suit of this Luftwaffe pilot 
contrasts with the green/grey camouflage worn by his Alpha Jet. In wartim 
the Luftwaffe would issue ‘low-vis' flying clothing to its aircrews (Kai Anc 


Right Engine test: foreign object damage (FOD) guard safely in place, the 
ground crew prepare to start the Alpha Jet's two SNECMA/Turbomeca Larzac 
04-C6 turbofan engines, each rated at 2976 Ib of thrust at sea level (Kai And 


The Luftwaffe has gradually applied a highly effective ‘Lizard’ camouflage 
scheme to its fleet of Alpha Jet attack aircraft (Christian Gerard/ VDL) 


JaboG 43 celebrated its 25th anniversary on 10 November 1984; in traditional 
Luftwaffe fashion, one of the unit's Alpha Jets (40 + 44) received a 
commemorative colour scheme. Being the wings celebration (rather than the 
staffel's), there wasn’t a trace of a tiger stripe anywhere on the aircraft! (Kai 
Anders) 
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The G.91T two-seat trainer retains the same Orpheus turbojet as fitted to the 
single-seat Gina, Derived from the North American F-86 Sabre, the G.91 was 
developed as a direct result of a joint NATO requirement for a light fighter and 
tactical support aircraft issued in 1953. So who said the ‘Eurofighter’ was a 


idea? (Frank Visser) 
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This Vought A-7P Corsair II belongs to 304 Esquadra; judging by the badge on 
the fin, 304 is at least an ‘unofficial’ tiger squadron. However, the word is that 


when the G.91s are finally withdrawn from service, this unit may well assume 
the role of being Portugal's official tiger squadron. | wonder if we will see a 
tiger-striped Corsair? (Frank Visser) 
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Here they come! There's absolutely 
no mistaking these hot rods 
Starfighters, in this case F-1048 
interceptors of 21 Gruppo howling 
into the circuit before they land at 
Cameri, their home base. Unless 
afterburner is selected. the 
arfighter's trusty General Electric 
9 turbojet tends to leave a tell-tale 
oke trail (Tim Laming) 


Wow! In 1988 the Tiger Meet was held at Cameri, and as the host unit 21 


Gruppo was determined to impress. this spectacular scheme duly appeared on 


one of their many Starfighters (Giuseppe Fassari) 


Outside 21" Gruppo's officers, an F-104G strikes a sub-orbital pose wearing the 


colour scheme introduced at the 1988 Tiger Meet (Giuseppe Fassari 
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so far escaped the tone-down exercise. The huge white fuselage ‘buzz numbers 
are gone, replaced by blue numbers with black surrounds. The fin markings are 
in black outline form (Giuseppe Fassari) 


out serials or unit markin 


ss. The upgraded S model's beyond visual range 
BVR) kill capability, swift rate of climb, rapid acceleration and Mach 2 


performance will continue to be exploited by the Italian air force until the 


Eurofighter’ is ready I Tim Lar 


Turk Hava Kuvvetleri 


The Turkish Air force also operates a large fleet of F-104s, including S models. 
Aircraft 2072 of the 192 Filo is an ex-Lufkonffe F-104G, as revealed by the 
green/grey splinter camouflage and dayglo wingtip tanks. The Turks have yet 
to acquire their fair share if involvement in tiger activities and 192 Filo are 
rarely seen at other NATO airbases, which is a great shame, especially if you 
happen to be a Starfighter addict (Robbie Shaw) 
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Elliniki Aeroporia 


Once upon time, the vast majority of NATO's front-line fighter-bomber 
squadrons were equipped with the Lockheed F- 104G Starfighter. Consequently, 
more than a little space on the Tiger Meet ramps was occupied by various 
Starfighters from different countries; although the F-104 is slowly fading into 
history, no less than three tiger squadrons continued to operate the type in 
1991. Based at Araxos, one such unti is 335 Mira of the Greek Air Force. 
Despite having joined the tiger fraternity in 1972, the unit has rarely attended 
me tiger 


annual Tiger Meets. But 335 Mira have occasionally displayed s 
spirit: check out the stripey tales trapped under the canopies of this TF-104G 
combat trainer (Paul Hochn) 
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Formed in 1949, No 336 had the honour of being the first Norwegian squadron 
to become operational with jet aircraft (de Havilland Vampires). Later 
equipment included the F-84G Thunderjet and F-86 Sabre. This unit also had 
the distinction of operating the air force's one-and-only aerobatic team, "The 
Flying Jokers‘, initially with the F-86 and later the F-5. One of the squadron's 


F-5B combat trainers shares the ramp with a Luftwaffe F-4F Phantom II (Kai 
Anders) 


Another view of aircraft number 131, this time as it hugs the harsh 
mountainous terrain in northern Norway. The sprayed aluminium colour 
scheme has since been replaced by gloss light greys (Pal Simonsen) 
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Above Configured for a ground attack mission, this Hornet duo is armed with 
CRV-7 rocket pods, No 439 Sqn had long been a ‘fighter-bomber’ unit, but at 
the end of 1990 they reverted to the pure fighter role, dedicated to the support 
of other ground attack forces (Jens Schmidtgen) 


Left NATO co-operation is exemplified by this CF-18/F-16 formation. Tiger 
squadrons often train together even when they aren't attending Tiger Meets 
(Roels Antoine) 
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Due to the vagaries of aircraft availability and the nature of realistic air combat 
training, combat-capable trainers like this CF-18B are sometimes flown with the 
back seat empty. If possible, squadrons like to bring a two-seater to the Meet so 
that other tiger pilots have an opportunity to experience different types of 
aircraft (Chris Bennett) 


May 1990, and No 439 Sqn line up in front of three 
before the Tigers deployed to the Gulf during the Ira 
Schmidtgen) 
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Left Safely inside Baden Sollingen's servicing hangar, a neat line of CF-18 
Homets undergo various stages of maintenance (Chris Bennett) 


Above Phew! Two No 439 Sqn technicians take a well eamed break atop a 
CF-18 at Cameri, Italy in the summer of 1988. The spoof canopy painted on the 
Hornet's underside is designed to disguise the true orientation of the aircraft in 
a fast-moving visual air combat engagement (Luca Storti 


Ship 188922 is one of 24 CF-18B combat-capable trainers delivered to the 
Canadian Armed Forces. Both the CF-18A and the B model differ in detail from 
the standard F/A-18 Hornet operated by the US Navy and Marine Corps; a 
spotlight is mounted in the forward fuselage in order to visually identify aircraft 
at night, and a runway instrument landing system is fitted in place of its carrier 
equivalent (jens Schmidtgen) 
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Baden Sollingen no longer echoes to the distinctive wail of the CF-104 
Starfighter’s General Electric/Orenda J79 turbojet, but there's still an 
atmosphere of affection for this fine aircraft. Ship 104815 is a ‘standard’ 
CF-104G, minus the rear and forward fuselage ECM fairings retrofitted to most 
of the Starfighters which served with the Ist Canadian Air Group. The overall 
green paintwork on this aircraft was something of an interim measure, spanning 
the years between the early natural metal schemes and the final disruptive 
grey/green camouflage (Kai Anders) 
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Left Back in 1979, the Canadians decorated Starfighter 104862. but decided to 
dispense with the white surround to the nose maple leaf emblem, thus revealing 
the grey/green camouflage colour beneath, Visiting crews from the RAF's No 
230 Sqn evidently couldn't resist adding their own artistic touch to the nose 
cone (Andy Hodgson Collection) 


Above Ship 1004761 was the 1981 ‘victim’ for the ritual application of 
black/yellow paint. The Canadians first applied the scheme to a Starfighter for 
the 1969 Tiger Meet at RAF Woodbridge in Suffolk, and the results caused so 
much comment (not all of it favourable!) that tiger-striping continued until 
1984, By 1985, No 439 Sqn were busy converting to the CF-18 Hornets and 
had to borrow some CF-104s from other 1 CAG units for the Tiger Meet at 
Kleine Brogel in Belgium (Andy Hodgson Collection) 


Royal Australian Navy 


One of the lesser-known tiger squadrons, the sub-busters of the Royal 
Australian Navy's VS-816 only ever attended one Tiger Meet: the 1977 event 
at RAF Greenham Common in Berkshire. VS-816 operated Grumman Trackers 
from NAS Nowra and were deployed on the aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne. 
The Trackers and the Melbourne are history now (via Frank Visser) 
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HIGH-PROFILE COMBAT AIRCRAFT SQUADRONS 
IN TIGER MARKINGS 


Combat Aircraft titles from Osprey Aerospace 


TOMCATS FOREVER 
David F Brown & Robert F Dorr 
MiG-29 
Soviet Superfighter 
Jon Lake 


MIRAGE! 
Dassault's Mach 2 Warriors 
Philippe Duchateau & Salvador Mafé Huertas 
NAVY ATTACK 
Spads, Scooters & Whales 
René J Francillon & Peter B Lewis 
ELECTRONIC WIZARDS 
Crows, Zappers & Weasels 
René J Francillon & Peter B Lewis 
Sole distributors for the USA 
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